
 
 

 

January 19, 2010 

Dear Friends,   Re: February 2nd, Recovery Legislative Day 

Here is an opportunity for us to join together in making a difference in how New York State 
combats the twin scourges of drug and alcohol abuses. Friends of Recovery–NY (FOR-NY), a 
statewide coalition of men and women in recovery from addiction, is organizing an advocacy 
Legislative Day to meet with our elected officials in Albany to support policies and programs 
that would bring more people into recovery. In the wake of the reforms to the Rockefeller Drug 
Laws, New York is embarking on a health-based approach to drug policy. The voice of FOR-NY 
is needed to shape and guide this new approach. 

FOR–NY advocates for a recovery-oriented system of care that consists of non-punitive support 
services focusing on the overall health, wellness and stability of the recovering person. Recovery 
services are strength based, nonjudgmental and adapted to the goals and choices of the 
individual, including both abstinent and non-abstinent recovery lifestyles. FOR-NY believes 
recovery is evidenced by a responsible and productive life in the community. A recovery-
oriented system of care is non-judgmental and offers services like Exponents’ ARRIVE and 
Recovering Annex programs, providing education, employment skills training, relapse 
prevention and support services. The Rockefeller Drug Laws represented a criminal-justice 
approach to addiction. Now it is time for a recovery-oriented system of care. 

FOR-NY Advocates for: 

•             Addiction as a public health issue rather than a criminal one. 

•            Decriminalizing possession of substances for personal use. 

•            Recovering individuals becoming an integral part of policymaking and board of 
directors of agencies dealing with addiction. 

On February 2nd, we will raise our voices and help guide New York State towards recovery 
services that are designed to save lives. Buses will be leaving from Exponents, 151 West 26th 
Street at 7:00AM.  Training will be provided on how to present out case in the most effective 
way for speaking with legislators. Lunch will be provided. To reserve your place on the bus 
contact Rodney Mark at 212-243-3434x154. 

Make your experience count in helping others. I hope to see you there. 

Howard Josepher, LCSW 
President & CEO 
Exponents 
Member, Board of Directors, FOR-NY (http://www.for-ny.org/ 


